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1.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Rural and Community Housing Enabler (RCHE) undertook a housing needs survey in Higham to 
ascertain if there are shortfalls in affordable housing provision and to examine the housing needs of 
older households within the village.  This report provides overall information as well as analysis of 
housing need. 
 
A survey was delivered to every household within Higham in February 2020.  Approximately 1,663 
surveys were distributed with 404 surveys being returned, representing a 24% response rate. 
 
Analysis of the returned survey forms identified that 88% of all respondents are owner occupiers.  74% 
of respondents have lived in Higham for over 10 years. 
 
High property prices and a predominance of privately-owned homes means that some local people are 
unable to afford a home within Higham.  For a first-time buyer an income of £56,100 per annum and a 
deposit of £34,650 are needed to buy the cheapest property available within Higham, which, at the time 
of writing the report, was a 2-bed detached house for £231,000.  To be able to afford to rent privately 
an income of approximately £35,800 is required for the cheapest property available which was a 2-bed 
apartment for £895 pcm. 
 
A need for up to 14 affordable homes for the following local households were identified: 
 

• 3 single people 
• 4 couples 
• 6 families 
• 1 other type of household 

 
All 14 households currently live in Higham. 

 
In addition to the above, up to 23 older local households with a need for alternative accommodation 
were identified as follows: 
 

• 12 single people 
• 9 couples 
• 2 other types of household 

 
All 23 households currently in Higham. 
 
Up to 8 affordable homes for older local households were identified and up to 15 older local households 
require alternative open market homes. 
 
Overall, the survey has identified a need for 22 affordable homes, 8 of which are for older households.  
In addition, there is a requirement for 15 open market homes for older households who wish to 
downsize/move to more suitable housing for their needs. 
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2.  INTRODUCTION TO THE HIGHAM RURAL HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
 
Higham is approximately 11 miles east of Gravesend in the Borough of Gravesham with a population of 
3,962 (2011 Census).  It is comprised of 4 settlements: Higham, Lower Higham, Three Crutches and 
Church Street. Higham has a railway station and Ebbsfleet International Railway Station is approximately 
15 miles away.  Facilities in Higham include a primary school, medical practice, two community centres, 
library and shops. 
 
Rural Housing Needs Surveys aim to investigate and establish the affordable housing needs of people 
who live in or have close ties to a parish or rural area, and provide an independent report of that need, 
if any, using a transparent and robust methodology. 
 
The Rural Housing Enabler worked with Gravesham Borough Council to determine the format of the 
housing needs survey to be used in the Gravesham area; this was then sent to all Parish Councils in the 
Borough for consultation. It is intended that all the rural areas of the Borough will be surveyed on a 
rolling-out programme. 
 
A survey was undertaken in Higham to establish the level of need for affordable housing. 
 
The aim of this survey is to identify in general terms if there is, or is not, a housing need from local 
people.  It is not to provide a list of names and addresses of individuals requiring a home.  If a need is 
identified, then a further Registration of Interest survey may be undertaken to update the levels of 
housing need.  At this stage, further details such as name and address, income, housing need and 
details of local connection will be taken.  The identification of potential sites e.g. infill sites, to meet the 
identified need would then be undertaken, preferably with the assistance of Higham Parish Council. 
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3.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In a report published in June 2018 by the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR) it is stated that: 
‘The affordability gaps in rural areas are high compared to urban areas.  The average rural house price 
is around £19,000 above the average for England as a whole, at £320,700 compared to £301,900, and is 
more than £87,000 higher than the urban average excluding London (£233,600).* 
 
Small developments of local needs housing schemes can provide affordable housing for local people, 
thereby enabling them to stay in their community and contribute to village life.  This can make a real 
difference to the vitality of village services. 
 
The Government believes that the Community Right To Build will shift power from them to allow local 
people to deliver homes that are needed in their communities so that villages are vibrant places to live 
and younger people are not forced to move away because of a shortage of affordable homes.†  The 
Community Right to Build forms part of the neighbourhood planning provisions contained in the Localism 
Act 2011. 
 
The Rural Housing Enabler Programme, which is delivered in Kent through Action with Communities in 
Rural Kent – the Rural Community Council for Kent and Medway, is supported by Local Authorities 
across Kent and Medway including Gravesham Borough Council. 
 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent is a registered charity (No. 212796) whose purpose is to improve 
the quality of life of local communities, particularly for disadvantaged people, and to facilitate the 
development of thriving, diverse and sustainable communities throughout rural Kent.  Since March 1998 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent has employed a Rural Housing Enabler, whose role is to provide 
independent support, advice and information to Parish Councils and community groups concerned with 
the lack of local needs housing in their rural communities. 
 
The RCHE will assist with carrying out a housing needs survey, analyse the results and when appropriate 
help identify suitable sites in conjunction with the local authority and others, for a local needs housing 
scheme.  Once a partnership has been established between the Parish Council, the chosen housing 
association and the local authority to develop a scheme, the independent role of the RCHE helps to 
ensure the project proceeds smoothly and to the benefit of the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           
* A New Rural Settlement: Fixing the affordable housing crisis in rural England https://www.ippr.org/files/2018-
06/1530194000_a-new-rural-settlement-june18.pdf 
† http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplansimpact 
 

https://www.ippr.org/files/2018-06/1530194000_a-new-rural-settlement-june18.pdf
https://www.ippr.org/files/2018-06/1530194000_a-new-rural-settlement-june18.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplansimpact
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4.  METHOD 
 
The RCHE from Action with Communities in Rural Kent posted a copy of the survey to every household 
in Higham in February 2020. 
 
Surveys were returned in pre-paid envelopes to Action with Communities in Rural Kent.  Copies of the 
survey were available for anyone to complete who had left Higham and wished to return; they were held 
by the Rural and Community Housing Enabler.  It was asked that completed survey forms were returned 
by 18 March 2018.  All surveys received at Action with Communities in Rural Kent by the 18 March are 
included in this report.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the survey return date was extended to 16 April 
2020. 
 
Approximately 1,663 surveys were distributed with 404 returned by this date representing a return rate 
of 24%. 
 
Some surveys were not fully completed therefore the results are shown for the total answers to each 
question. 
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5.  RESULTS 
 
Section 1 
 
Listed below are the results of each question asked by the housing needs survey. 
 
Question 1.  How would you describe your home?∗ 
 

House Bungalow Other
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286 House
5 Flat/maisonette/bedsit
2 Sheltered/retirement housing*

107 Bungalow
0 Caravan/mobile home/temporary structure
2 Other

 
 
 
Question 2.  How many bedrooms does your current home have? 
 

1 2 3 4 5+
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15 1 91 2 177 3
98 4 20 5+

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           
∗ Retirement housing includes Extra Care Accommodation which consists of purpose-built accommodation in which 
varying amounts of care and support can be offered, and where some facilities are shared. 
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Question 3.  Who owns your home? 
 

Frequency
2001000

Owned outright by a household member(s)
Owned with mortgage by a household member(s)

Rented from a Housing Association
Tied to a job

Shared ownership (part owned/part rented)
Rented from the local council

Rented from a private landlord
Other

243 Owned outright by a household member(s)
108 Owned with mortgage by a household member(s)

1 Rented from a Housing Association
1 Tied to a job
1 Shared ownership (part owned/part rented)

26 Rented from the local council
14 Rented from a private landlord
2 Other

 
 
88% of respondents who answered the question are owner occupiers; 61% own their homes outright 
and 27% have a mortgage. 
 
 
Question 4.  How many years have you lived in Higham? 
 

Frequency
150100500

less than 1 year

1 - 5 years

6 - 10 years

11 - 15 years

16 - 25 years

26+ years

9 less than 1 year 46 1 - 5 years
51 6 - 10 years 34 11 - 15 years
69 16 - 25 years 194 26+ years

 
 
403 respondents (74%) have lived in Higham for over 10 years. 
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Question 5.  Have any of your children/parents/brothers/sisters moved away from Higham 
in the last 5 years, due to difficulties in finding a suitable home locally? 
 

Yes No
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46 Yes 348 No

 
 
 
Question 6.  Depending on location, would you be in favour of a small development of 
affordable housing for people from the village if there is a proven need? 
 

 
 
56% of respondents who answered the question (54% of all respondents) would be in favour of a small 
development of affordable housing for people from Higham. 
 
 
Question 7.  Please provide any further comments that you would like to make 
 
There were 185 responses to this question; a full list of comments can be found in Section 9. Appendix 
H1. 
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Question 8.  Do you or a member of your household need separate or alternative 
accommodation either now or in the next 3 years? 
 
 

Yes, now Yes, next 3 years No
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17 Yes, now
31 Yes, next 3 years

346 No

 
 
48 respondents (12%) said they have a housing need either now or in the next 3 years. 
 
 
Section 2 – Housing Needs 
 
Question 9.  Are you completing this form for someone else? 
 

 
 
 
Question 10.  If you are completing this form for someone else please state their 
relationship to you and where they currently live e.g. with parents, private renting etc. 
 
Respondents who were completing the form for someone else were doing so for their adult children who 
were still living in the parental home, one respondent on behalf of their older relation (mother-in-law). 
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Question 11.  Do you currently live in Higham? 
 

 
 
 
Question 12.  What is your connection with the village?  Respondents were asked to indicate all 
connections that applied to them. 
 
Local connection FREQUENCY 
Currently live in the village and have done so continuously for the 
last 10 years 35 

Currently live in the village and have done so continuously for the 
last 5 years 9 

Do not currently live in the village but have previously lived there 
for 5 out of the last 10 years 0 

Do not currently live in the village but have close family who 
currently live there and have done so continuously for the last 10 
years 

0 

Do not currently live in the village but have previously lived there 
continuously for at least 10 years and, in my opinion, was forced to 
move away due to a lack of suitable accommodation 

1 
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Question 13.  What is your current housing situation? 
 

Frequency
20100

Owner occupier with/without mortgage

Living with relatives

Renting from council

Shared ownership/new build homebuy

Renting from Housing Association

Tied tenancy

Renting privately

Other

21 Owner occupier with/without mortgage
12 Living with relatives
5 Renting from council
0 Shared ownership/new build homebuy
0 Renting from Housing Association
0 Tied tenancy
7 Renting privately
0 Other

 
 
 
Question 14.  How many bedrooms do you have in your current home? 
 

1 2 3 4 5+
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Question 15.  Are you registered on the Council’s Housing Register? 
 

Yes No
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9 Yes 37 No

 
 
 
Question 16.  Are you an older person/household wanting to downsize/move to more 
suitable accommodation? 
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Question 17.  Which of the following options would be most suitable for you in alternative 
accommodation?∗ 
 

Frequency
151050

Rent from council/housing association*

New build homebuy **

Rent from a private landlord
Owner occupation

Other (please specify)

17 Rent from council/housing association*
8 New build homebuy **
0 Rent from a private landlord

17 Owner occupation
2 Other (please specify)

 
 
 
Question 18.  Do you have any comments on the above options? 
 
The following comments were made: 
 

• Born and bred in the village, the opportunity for a young adult to buy their own property in the 
area they have lived in all their lives is financially difficult. 

 
• In the near future would want to move to smaller home as children moving out and would want 

smaller home but don't want to leave village. 
 

• Have two adult children working O/S the borough.  The cost of transport to London is proving 
prohibitive - they are looking to move where transport links and houses are cheaper. 

 
• Bungalow required. 

 
• Good sheltered self ownership would be an advantage. 

 
• Owned or rented, dependent on what is available. 

 
• My daughter tried to buy but the house was offered to someone else. 

 
• My grand-daughter and partner can't even get on the register. 

 
• I would just love to stay in the village. I am 62 and retire in 4 years and would love to stay here 

as the village is very secure place to live and getting older is quite frightening having to move 
away. 

 

                                           
* To be considered for this type of accommodation, you need to be registered on Gravesham Borough Council’s 
Housing Register.  Tel: 01474 564422. 
** Government scheme which enables people to buy a share in a newly built property (also known as shared 
ownership). 
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• Nothing available for supported living young people. The village has a high ratio of disabled 
youngsters coming through and there is nothing here for them. 

 
• I was given this property 8 years ago because a two bedroom was proving hard to get for me. 

I'm disabled and have always needed a two bedroom. 
 

• Would the council consider a self-built project? 
 

• Many people live on their own and are elderly, need a smaller property and garden which would 
free up some housing. 

 
• Secure retirement home availability. 

 
• I care for a person in Recefield Close so would really like to be there with my limited income and 

age the council rent figure would help. 
 

• Sixty - trying to apply to go on housing list. 
 
 
Question 19.  What type of accommodation would meet your needs?∗ 
 

Frequency
20151050

House

Flat/maisonette

Bungalow

Sheltered/retirement housing*

Other

19 House
8 Flat/maisonette

20 Bungalow
11 Sheltered/retirement housing*
1 Other

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
∗ Retirement Housing includes Extra Care Accommodation which offers independent living in a home of your choice 
with other services on hand if you need or want them. 
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Question 20.  Do you have any specific requirements? 
 

Yes No
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Question 21.  If you answered ‘Yes’ to Question 20, please give details. 
 
The following answers were given: 
 

• Require bungalow, find hard to cope with stairs (knee replacement). 
 

• Ground floor would be useful. 
 

• Wheelchair access, ground floor, wet room, no steps to outside. 
 

• Flat due to mobility and I am now partially sighted with complex issues. I do want to stay with 
my doctor, library, post office. 

 
• Wheelchair, stair lift at present. 

 
• Everything on the level because I'm disabled. I need a clos mat toilet because of my bowel 

disease. 
 

• Wheelchair access adapted for wheelchair. 
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Question 22.  Why do you need to move from your current home and what do you need in a 
new home? 
 

 
 
 
Question 23.  Please indicate the number of people in each age group (male or female) 
needing to move. 
 
AGE 0 - 9 10 - 15 16 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 44 45 - 59 60 - 74 75+ 
Male 1 1 2 7 13 4 8 6 
Female 4 2 1 3 9 4 8 11 
Total 5 3 3 10 22 8 16 17 
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Question 24.  What type of household will the new household become? 
 

Frequency
20151050

One-person household

Lone-parent family

Two-parent family

Couple

Other

21 One-person household 2 Lone-parent family
7 Two-parent family 14 Couple
4 Other

 
 
 
Question 25.  Please indicate the total gross annual income of the household in housing 
need. 
 

Frequency
151050

Under £10,000 (less than £190 pw)
£10,000 - £20,000 (£190-£380 pw)

£30,000 - £40,000

£50,000 - £60,000

More than £70,000

9 Under £10,000 (less than £190 pw)
17 £10,000 - £20,000 (£190-£380 pw)
6 £20,000 - £30,000
4 £30,000 - £40,000
1 £40,000 - £50,000
3 £50,000 - £60,000
1 £60,000 - £70,000
1 More than £70,000
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6.  LOCAL HOUSING COSTS 
 
To fully assess local housing need it is important to look at open market prices in the private sector of 
houses both to rent and buy. 
 
Property for sale 
 
Searches of www.rightmove.co.uk which markets property for a number of leading local estate agents, 
in March 2020 found 17 properties for sale in Higham; 9 properties were under £500,000. 
 

Type of Property No. of 
Bedrooms 

Price £ 

Semi-detached house 2 231,000 
Semi-detached house 2 350,000 
Terraced house 3 260,000 
Semi-detached house 3 340,000 
Semi-detached house 3 340,000 
Semi-detached house 3 350,000 
Detached bungalow 3 450,000 
Detached house 4 460,000 
Semi-detached house 4 475,000 

 
 
Property to rent 
 
A similar search for rental property found the following 3 properties available to rent: 
 

Type of Property No. of 
Bedrooms 

Price £ pcm 

Apartment 2 895 
End of terrace 3 1,200 
Detached bungalow 3 1,200 

 
 
Household income required to afford current market prices 
 
Using local information, the table below shows gross income level needed to purchase a property in the 
area.  The figures are calculated assuming a 15% deposit and using 3.5 x gross income.  Monthly 
repayment is based on a 2-year fixed rate with HSBC at 3.3% (April 2020) 25-year mortgage term and is 
calculated using HSBC’s mortgage calculator. 
 
It should be noted that in the current economic climate related to the Covid-19 pandemic, lenders have 
made the borrowing criteria for potential mortgagees far stricter by requiring at least a 15% deposit, 
making securing a mortgage difficult for some first-time buyers, especially those on lower incomes.  
Although there are now higher LTV mortgages available, they tend to attract a higher interest rate.  
However, as a consequence of the Bank of England Interest Rate being reduced to 0.1% due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, this could enable lower mortgage borrowing interest rates in comparison to 
mortgage borrowing interest rates applicable prior to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rightmove.co.uk/
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Type of Property Price £ Deposit 
(15%) £ 

Gross Income 
Level £ 

Monthly 
Repayment £ 

2 bed Semi-detatched house 231,000 34,650 56,100 784 
2 bed Terraced house 260,000 39,000 63,143 883 
2 bed Semi-detached house 350,000 52,500 85,000 1,189 
3 bed Semi-detatched house 340,000 51,000 82,571 1,155 
3 bed Semi-detached house 350,000 52,500 85,000 1,189 
3 bed Detached bungalow 450,000 67,500 109,285 1,528 
4 bed Detached house 460,000 69,000 111,714 1,562 
4 bed Semi-detached house 475,000 71,250 115,357 1,613 

 
To gauge the income level required to afford to rent privately the following calculations assume that 
30% gross income is spent on housing.  A household is considered able to afford market rented housing 
in cases where the rent payable would constitute no more than 30% of gross income. 
 

Type of Property Price 
£ pcm 

Approx. Gross Annual 
Income £ 

2 bed Apartment 895 35,800 
3 bed End of terrace 1,200 48,000 
3 bed Detached bungalow 1,200 48,000 

 
Using HM Land Registry data on house sales (www.mouseprice.com) using postcode area ME3 which lies 
within or includes part of the following towns, counties, localities electoral wards and stations: All 
Hallows, Chattenden, Cliffe, Cliffe Woods, Cooling, High Halstow, Higham, Hoo, Isle of Grain, Kent, 
Lower Stoke, Middle Stoke, Peninsular, Rochester, Rochester West, Shorne, Cobham, Luddesdown, St 
Mary Hoo, Strood Rural, Upper Stoke, Wainscott, the average house prices in the last 3 months are: 
 
1 bed properties    £174,200 
2 bed properties    £248,400 
3 bed properties    £293,600 
4 bed properties    £412,000 
5+ bed properties  £512,900 
 
To afford the average cost of a 1 bed property using the mortgage calculation previously shown, a 
salary of £42,305 would be required.  To afford the average cost of a 2-bed property a salary of £60,326 
would be required. 
 
Information provided by ‘mouseprice’ states that the average property in the ME3 area costs £310,900 
with average earnings being £20,326.  This means that the average property costs over 15 times more 
than the average salary.  The source used by ‘mouseprice’ to assess price to earnings ratio is Calnea 
Analytics proprietary price data and earnings data – updated quarterly. 
 
Affordable Rent 
 
The Government has introduced changes relating to rents charged to new tenants of social housing from 
April 2011.  Affordable Rent properties allow landlords to set rents anywhere between current social rent 
levels and up to 80% of local market rents.  It is expected that Housing Benefit will support those on a 
lower income who are unable to pay Affordable Rents although this is not guaranteed. 
 
The following table shows Housing Benefit levels, known as Local Housing Allowance (LHA) for the ME3 
area, North West Kent BRMA.  These figures have been used to estimate Affordable Rent levels. 
 
 

http://www.mouseprice.com/
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Size of Property Affordable Rent Levels £ pcm 
1 bed 593 
2 bed 748 
3 bed 848 
4 bed 1,196 

 
The table below shows income needed to afford the Affordable Rent levels using 30% of gross income 
as the indicator of what is affordable. 
 
Property Price 

£ pcm 
Gross Annual 

Income £ 
1 bed 593 23,720 
2 bed 748 29,920 
3 bed 848 33,920 
4 bed 1,196 47,840 

 
 
Shared ownership 
 
To give an indication of respondents’ ability to afford shared ownership, levels of income and 
rent/mortgage have been taken into consideration on purchasing a 25% and 40% share of a property 
with estimated values of £174,200 for a 1 bed property, £248,000 for a 2 bed property and £293,000 for 
a 3 bed property.  These values take into consideration prices found on the Help to Buy East and South 
East website in the area www.helptobuyese.org.uk and on www.rightmove.co.uk.  Affordability is 
calculated using the Homes and Communities Agency’s target incomes calculator and assumes a 10% 
deposit of mortgage share. 
 
Property 

Price 
£ 

Share 
% 

Deposit 
Required 

£ 

Monthly 
Mortgage 

£ 

Monthly 
Rent 

£ 

Monthly 
Service 

Charge £ 

Monthly 
Total 

£ 

Gross 
Income 

Required £ 
174,200 25 4,355 213 299 80 592 21,359 
174,200 40 6,968 341 240 80 661 23,813 
248,400 25 6,210 304 427 80 811 29,228 
248,400 40 9,936 486 342 80 908 34,527 
293,600 25 7,340 359 505 80 944 34,022 
293,600 40 11,744 575 404 80 1,059 40,809 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.helptobuyese.org.uk/
http://www.rightmove.co.uk/
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7.  ASSESSMENT OF HOUSING NEED 
 
This section is divided into two categories, the need for affordable housing and the needs of 
older households wanting to downsize/move to more suitable housing of all tenures. 
 
A total of 48 respondents indicated that they need alternative housing now or in the next 3 years. 
 
7.1  Assessment of the need for affordable housing 
 
25 respondents said they need affordable housing; 9 respondents need it now and 16 in the next 3 
years.  At this stage, some respondents might be excluded if they do not want or are not eligible for 
affordable housing. 
 
Assessment of the 9 households seeking housing now 
 
2 respondents have been excluded from this final assessment for the following reasons: 
 

• they did not specify their income, they are currently an owner occupier and did not state their 
preferred tenure 

 
The 7 households in need of affordable housing now are: 
 

• 2 single people 
• 2 couples 
• 3 families 

 
Single people - there were 2 single people. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
25-44 2 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Living with relatives 2 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
1 1 
3 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 2 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 2 
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Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Flat/maisonette 1 
House/flat/maisonette 1 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 2 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to set up independent 
home 2 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 2 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondent’s ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

Under 10,000 1 1 x 1 bed 
with HB 0 0 0 

10,000 - 20,000 1 1 x 1 bed 
with HB 0 0 0 

 
It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for Housing 
Benefit. 
 
 
Couples - there were 2 couples. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
20-24 1 
25-44 1 
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Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Living with relatives 2 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
4 2 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
No  2 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
New Build HomeBuy 2 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
House 2 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 2 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to set up independent 
home 2 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
50,000 - 60,000 1 
60,000 - 70,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondents’ ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
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Income £ No. of 
Respondents 

Affordable 
Rent 

Private 
Rent 

Shared 
Ownership 

Open 
Market 

50,000 - 60,000 1   1 x 3 bed  
60,000 - 70,000 1   1 x 3 bed  

 
Both respondents were interested in shared ownership only. 
 
 
Families - there were 3 families. 
 
Ages: 
 
 Adult 

Age 
Adult 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Family 1 20-24F 20-24M 0-9    
Family 2 25-44F 25-44M 0-9F    
Family 3 25-44F  0-9F    

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Renting from Council 1 
Living with relatives 2 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
1 1 
3 1 
5 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 2 
No 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 3 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
House 1 
House/bungalow 2 
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Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 3 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to set up independent 
home 1 

Need larger home 1 
Other (did not specify) 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 2 
30,000 - 40,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondents’ ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

Under 10,000 2 
1 x 2 bed with 

HB1 x 2 bedroom 
with HB 

0 0 0 

30,000 - 40,000 1 1 x 2 bed 0 0 0 
 
It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for Housing 
Benefit. The second respondent could afford to rent privately, but the tenure they were interested in is 
not currently available in the parish (house). Note the respondent did not specify age of child (2 bed). 
 
 
Assessment of the 16 households seeking housing in the next 3 years 
 
9 respondents were excluded from the final assessment as they were seeking to purchase on the open 
market, all 9 were currently owner occupiers. 
 
 
The 7 households in need of affordable housing in the next 3 years are: 
  

• 1 single person 
• 2 couples 
• 3 families 
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• 1 other type of household 
 
Single people - there was 1 single person. 
 
Age: 
 
Age Frequency 
20-24 1 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Living with relatives 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
4 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
No 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
New Build HomeBuy 1 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Other – supported living 1 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 1 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• For mental and physical disabilities. 
 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
To be closer to a carer or 
dependent or give and receive 
support  

1 
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Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 1 

 
The respondent indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondent’s ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

Under 10,000 1 1 x 1 bed 
with HB 0 0 0 

 
Couples - there were 2 couples. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
25-44 1 
45-59 2 
60-74 1 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Renting from Council 2 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
1 2 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 1 
No 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 2 
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Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Bungalow 2 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 1 
No  1 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• Everything on the level because I’m disabled and a Closomat smart wash toilet because of bowel 
disease. I was given this property 8 years ago because I am disabled and have always needed 2 
bedroom. 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need larger home 1 
Need physically-adapted home 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 1 
10,000 - 20,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondents’ ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. Shared ownership has only been assessed 
where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

Under 10,000 1 1 x 1 bed 
with HB 1 0 0 

10,000 - 20,000 1 1 x 1 with 
HB 0 0 0 

 
It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for housing 
benefit. 
 
 
Families - there were 3 families. 
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Ages: 
 
 Adult 

Age 
Adult 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Child 
Age 

Family 1 20-24F      
Family 2 25-44 M 25-44 F 16-19 M 16-19 M 0-9 F  
Family 3  25-44 M 25-44 F   0-9 F   

 
One respondent did not specify how many children, it has been assumed there is one child only. 
 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Living with relatives 1 
Renting privately 2 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
2 1 
3 1 
4 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 1 
No 2 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 2 
New Build HomeBuy 1 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
House/flat/maisonette 1 
House 2 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 3 
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Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to set up independent 
home 2 

Present home too expensive 
inc. major repairs and 
maintenance costs 

1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
10,000 - 20,000 1 
30,000 - 40,000 1 
40,000 - 50,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondents’ ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

10,000 - 20,000 1 1 x 2 bed 
with HB 0 0 0 

30,000 - 40,000 1 1 x 4 bed 0 0 0 
40,000 - 50,000    1 x 3 bed  

 
 
Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household. 
 
Age: 
 
Age Frequency 
45-59 1 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Renting from Council 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
3 1 
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Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
No 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 1 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Bungalow 1 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 1 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• In the near future would want to move to smaller home as children moving out and would want 
a smaller home but don’t want to leave village. 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need smaller home 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 1 

 
The respondent indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
The following table shows the respondent’s ability to afford the various forms of tenure available: private 
rent, Affordable Rent, shared ownership and open market. 
 
It should be noted that actual affordability of open market purchase depends on the ability to pay at 
least a 15% deposit and other finances necessary to buy a home.  Actual affordability of shared 
ownership also depends on having the necessary finances. 
 
Shared ownership has only been assessed where a desire for it has been indicated. 
 
Income £ No. of 

Respondents 
Affordable 

Rent 
Private 

Rent 
Shared 

Ownership 
Open 

Market 

Under 10,000 1 1 x 3 bed 
HB 0   
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7.2  Assessment of the need for housing for older households 
 
23 older households said they alternative housing; 7 need it now and 16 in the next 3 years. 
 
Assessment of the 7 households seeking housing now 
 
The 7 households in need of housing now are: 
 

• 4 single people 
• 2 couples 
• 1 other type of household 

 
Single people - there were 4 single people. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74 3 

 
1 respondent did not specify their age (is seeking retirement home). 
 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Living with relatives 1 
Renting privately 2 
Owner occupier with/without 
mortgage 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
2 1 
3 1 
4 2 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes  1 
No 3 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 2 
Rent from Council/HA /New 
Build HomeBuy 1 

Owner occupier 1 
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Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Sheltered/retirement housing 1 
Flat/maisonette/bungalow/ 
sheltered/retirement housing 

1 

Flat/maisonette/bungalow 1 
Flat/maisonette/sheltered 
/retirement accommodation 1 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 3 

 
1 respondent did not specify if they had any specific requirements. 
 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to set up independent 
home 1 

Present home too expensive 
inc. major repairs and 
maintenance costs 

1 

Other (notice to quit in 
September 2020) 1 

Need smaller home 1 
 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
10,000 - 20,000 1 
10,000 - 20,000 1 
20,000 - 30,000 1 
More than 70,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
 
Couples - there were 2 couples. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74  2 
75+ 2 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Owner occupier  2 
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Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
3 2 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
No 2 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Owner occupation 2 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Bungalow 2 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 1 
No  1 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• Require bungalow, find hard to cope with stairs (knee replacement). 
 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need smaller home 2 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
20,000 - 30,000 1 
50,000 - 60,000 1 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
 
Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74 3 

 
The respondent is living with his son (age unspecified). 
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Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Renting privately 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
1 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
No 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
New Build/HomeBuy 1 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
House 1 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No  3 

 
The respondent did not specify if they had any specific requirements. 
 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to change tenure 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
30,000 - 40,000 1 

 
The respondent indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
 
Assessment of the 16 households seeking housing in the next 3 years 
 
The 16 households in need of housing in the next 3 years are: 
 

• 8 single people 
• 7 couples 
• 1 other type of household 
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Single people - there were 8 single people. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74 3 
75+ 5 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Owner occupier with/without 
mortgage 

7 

Renting privately 1 
 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
1 1 
2 4 
3 2 
5 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 1 
No  7 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Owner occupation 3 
Rent from Council/HA 1 
Other – sheltered 
accommodation 

2 

 
2 respondents did not specify their preferred tenure. 
 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Sheltered housing/retirement 4 
Bungalow 2 
House 1 

 
1 respondent did not specify their preferred accommodation. 
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Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 5 
Yes 1 

 
2 respondents did not specify if they had specific requirements. 
 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• Wheelchair access. 
 

• Ground floor. 
 

• Wet room. 
 

• No steps outside. 
 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Present home too expensive 
inc. major repairs and 
maintenance costs 

1 

Need to be close to a carer or 
dependent to give or receive 
support 

2 

Need cheaper accommodation 
in or near Higham 

1 

Need smaller home 3 
Need physically-adapted home 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Under 10,000 1 
10,000 - 20,000 7 

 
The respondents indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
 
 
Couples - there were 7 couples. 
 
Ages: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74 3 
75+  9 

 
1 respondent did not specify their ages. 
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Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Owner occupier with/without 
mortgage 5 

Renting privately 1 
Renting from Council 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
2 1 
3 3 
4 3 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 2 
No  5 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Renting privately 1 
Owner occupier with or 
without mortgage 5 

Renting from Council 1 
 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Bungalow/sheltered/ 
retirement housing 4 

Sheltered/retirement housing 1 
Bungalow 2 

 
Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
No 5 
Yes 2 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• Adapted for wheelchair, wheelchair access. 
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Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need smaller home 5 
Need physically-adapted home 1 
Need better access to public 
transport 1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
10,000 - 20,000 5 
20,000 - 30,000 1 
50,000 - 60,000 1 

 
 
Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household. 
 
Age: 
 
Age Frequency 
60-74 with daughter and 
granddaughter 1 

 
Current housing: 
 
Current Housing Frequency 
Renting privately 1 

 
Current number of bedrooms: 
 
No. of Bedrooms Frequency 
2 1 

 
Registered on the Council’s Housing Register: 
 
Housing Register Frequency 
Yes 1 

 
Tenure best suited: 
 
Tenure Frequency 
Rent from Council/HA 1 

 
Type of housing needed: 
 
Type of Housing Frequency 
Bungalow 1 
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Specific requirements: 
 
Requirement Frequency 
Yes 1 

 
The specific requirements stated are as follows: 
 

• Due to mobility and as I am now partially sighted with complex issues I do want to stay with my 
doctor, library and post office. 

 
Reason for seeking new home: 
 
Reason Frequency 
Need to be close to carer or 
dependent to give or receive 
support 

1 

Other – not knowing when I 
am getting a rent increase or if 
landlord decides sell 

1 

 
Household’s joint gross annual income: 
 
Income £ Frequency 
Did not specify 1 

 
The respondent indicated at least one of the local connection criteria.  They currently live in Higham. 
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8.  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
The summary is in two sections; summary of the need for affordable housing and summary of the need 
for housing for older households. 
 
8.1  Summary of the need for affordable housing  
 
The Rural Housing Needs Survey has found a need for up to 14 homes for local people who are in need 
of affordable housing; they are: 3 single people, 4 couples, 6 families and 1 other type of household. 
 
7 of the households need housing now and 7 in the next 3 years. 
 
The 14 respondents who are in need of affordable housing indicated strong local connections to Higham; 
they all currently live there. 
 
There are a total of 23 adults and 7 children in housing need. 
 
8 households are currently living with relatives, 4 households are Council tenants and 2 are private 
tenants. 
 
The majority of respondents wanted a house or a flat/maisonette, one respondent wanted supported 
living. 
 
In total, 3 respondents indicated an interest in New Build HomeBuy; these households indicated the 
ability to afford a share of a property.  More detailed analysis of their income, amount of deposit they 
have available and actual cost of the shared ownership property would be required to confirm 
affordability. 
 
Taking into account Gravesham Borough Council’s allocation policy and Help to Buy eligibility, the 
following size and tenure of properties have been identified: 
 
Rented HA/Council 
 

• 5 x 1 bed 
• 4 x 2 bed 
• 1 x 3 bed 
• 1 x 4 bed 

 
New Build HomeBuy 
 

• 3 x 3 bed 
 
 

8.2  Summary of the need for housing for older households 
 
The survey has found a need for alternative housing for 23 older households; they are: 12 single people, 
9 couples and 2 other types of household.  They all currently live in Higham. 
 
7 households require housing now and 16 within the next 3 years. 
15 are owner occupiers, 5 are renting privately, 2 are Council tenants and 1 household is living with 
relatives. 
 
15 older households require alternative open market homes and 8 require affordable housing. 
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The most frequently given reason for needing an alternative home was the need for a smaller home; 
other reasons include: need to be close to a carer, need a physically-adapted home and present home 
too expensive. 
 
The 15 respondents that want to buy an alternative home on the open market said they require the 
following: 
 

• 6 x sheltered/retirement housing 
• 5 x bungalow 
• 1 x house 
• 2 x bungalow or sheltered/retirement housing 
• 1 x did not state their preferred property type 

 
The 8 respondents that need affordable housing said they require the following: 
 

• 3 x bungalow (rented from Council/HA) 
• 1 x bungalow/sheltered/retirement housing (rented from Council/HA) 
• 1 x sheltered/retirement housing (rented from Council/HA) 
• 1 x flat/maisonette/bungalow/sheltered/retirement housing (rented from Council/HA) 
• 1 x flat/maisonette (rented from Council/HA or New Build/HomeBuy) 
• 1 x house (New Build HomeBuy) 
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9.  APPENDIX H1 – QUESTION 7 COMMENTS 
 

Question 7.  Please provide any further comments that you would like to make (to Q6). 
 

As long as affordable housing is only available for people from the village already. 

No more houses, school and doctors cannot cope already, which we have to travel out of area because 
there are too many people. 

Although we are in favour of building affordable houses, this must not take place on green belt land or 
agricultural land. 

Affordable housing is always an excellent idea unless it encroaches on green belt. There is no scenario 
where development of green belt land is acceptable. 

The school, doctors and road can't take any more. 

The school, doctors and transport cannot cope with what there is now, so what hope for extras. 

We have lived in the village for approximately 36 years.  We have seen our idyllic village become packed 
with undesirables moving in and out, so many cars, work vans, etc preventing us from parking outside 
our own home.  It's gone from a quiet picturesque village to an over- populated town.  Our road is like a 
motorway and extremely dangerous. 

Current infrastructure not coping with developments at Ebbsfleet, Chattendon, Cliffe and Hoo. 

Only brown field sites should be used for any small development. Affordable housing in Lower Higham 
was given to people from Essex. Why? 

I would like/prefer that properties in the village (or a new small development) were kept as private 
rented or owned properties, not blocks of council flats. 

Need to protect open space - not build on it!  Also don't want cheap chavvy estates! 

I have four generations living in village. I had to move out when I married as unable to afford property 
to buy in Higham then. My daughter has done the same. 

Roads, parking and station services are not equipped to take this additional load. 

We have enough housing in the village and our roads/lanes could not cope with extra traffic. 

It would be an asset to the village but should be really affordable, not like previous builds that were out 
of most peoples' price range. 

Schools and doctors can't cope now. Cheap housing will bring in outsiders. 

As long as it was purely for a connection within the village. 

The village has large area of social housing.   Affordable housing doesn't stay affordable. The build near 
the station had a very strange allocation policy with NHS workers turned down - nepotism??? 

There is immediate need for older residents downsizing to maybe small bungalows or apartments to free 
up their houses which are under occupied!! 
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Affordable housing should mean affordable to tenants/owners and not to give builder firms a huge 
profit. 

It should remain a village, with no more homes built. 

New to village but first impressions are the village is too big for cohesive community, but I like it here! 

Let's not kid ourselves, the 'affordable housing' will not be for people of Higham.   It will be for whoever 
they want it to be. 

I have lived in Higham for over 40 years. I would like to downsize to remain in the village. Suitable 
properties are not hardly affordable. 

There is so much development in the area already with enough threatening the future of our village.   
More building will mean we will no longer be a beautiful village and become more saturated with 
concrete. Not enough supportive infrastructure, i.e. roads, hospitals, police, fire, doctors, etc. NO 
MORE!! 

Any affordable housing project should have the benefit of solar power/water heating and consideration 
given to a community heating scheme. 

Further developments will destroy the character of the village and have a severe effect on roads and 
traffic, 2 schools in village and we experience heavy traffic without adding to the problem. 

No more room in Higham for development. May I say that already it is congested in Hills Road and 
Forge Lane with difficulties passing at times. 

Would guess: - supported living most needed to ensure older residents can downsize, remain in village 
freeing up properties for young people. 

We have had housing provided in this village previously promised for those with links to Higham.   Sadly, 
this promise was broken by the Borough and Housing Association.   The views of the parish council were 
ignored. 

We love our green fields - that is why we are still here!! 

But only for people who really need it!! 

Providing main drains and road surfaces are renewed. 

The last lot of affordable housing in Higham was filled with people from Gravesend not Higham. 

We need more houses in Higham, Council Homes so they are affordable. Also, more housing for older 
people who have lived here for years. Q8 is hard to answer as no one knows what could happen over 
time 

New building is not the complete answer. GBC needs to encourage large properties to be sold when only 
l or 2 persons live there. Greater need for family homes. Need to consider grandparents who are 
occasional carers for grandkids or indeed elderly parents, all under one roof. 

Preferably a brown field site within the footprint of the village. 
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We do not want Higham, however, to be redeveloped to the point where it loses its village feel and 
becomes an urban area. 

We don't have the facilities to support more housing, i.e. hospitals, schools, public transport, etc. 

Lower Higham is not suitable for a possible site as it has no facilities.   Too far from shops and main part 
of the village. 

This is a large enough village now, with more and more new home sites popping up every now and 
then.   This village does not need green belt taken from it! 

Yes - allow affordable housing for young people to get on the property ladder (i.e. apartments/2-
bedroom houses) to be built on land adjacent to Higham Railway Station. 

Because they are given to people outside the area i.e. Jupp Court. 

The roads in Higham are getting very busy and parked cars (permanently parked) are causing a 
problem.   Any new development would exacerbate the problem.   Higham is a rural area between two 
massive conurbations and wishes to remain that way.  Development should be infilling if possible.  

Needs to really meet the needs and affordability of local people and be small developments of 5 houses 
or so. 

I feel the village is overcrowded already.   The traffic particularly on the Gravesend Road is horrendous. 

I would approve a small development, approx. 20-25 houses. Please note that to my knowledge the 
affordable housing which included the Chequers pub in Lower Higham took a long time to fill and not all 
from local residents! 

Agree this should be prioritised for Higham people. We also feel that the village could also be made 
slightly bigger to accommodate those that want to stay in the village (non help to buy). 

I don't object to additional housing per se.  I object to the strain that an increased population would put 
on the school, the doctors' surgery and street parking. 

The roads and drainage cannot accommodate more people/houses. 

This would lead to development of green belt land which is not in the interest of parishioners. 

There is accommodation in the village which was built to provide housing. Unfortunately, this is let to 
one parent families and drug dealers from other areas and other unsavoury tenants 

Judd Place, Lower Higham was meant to be for Higham residents. All sold to people out of the Higham 
area. 

This village doesn't need affordable housing. There is no benefit and I feel this will bring the area 
surrounding the affordable housing down.   We used to live next to affordable housing for a while and it 
ruined our lives as there was so much antisocial/vandalism behaviour.  

Stop building and destroying the environment. There are many new houses in the Gravesham/Ebbsfleet 
area. There is no need for more.  
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Not in favour of a small development for people from the village as it's not guaranteed that it would go 
to the villagers. 

No objections. It must be where elderly residents have access to shops, buses, etc.   Public transport is 
2 buses a day, not enough.  

As a working family we would not be entitled to affordable housing so would be of no benefit. We would 
have to find a cheaper area to live to gain a bigger house. Gravesham Council keep using 2 bed 
bungalows for families rather than the elderly.   People move into affordable housing and mistreat it and 
the area.  

Only if the development was for village people. There would not be a need if Gravesham stopped 
moving people from outside the village into available property, especially when they are disruptive and 
of no benefit to the village community.  

Social housing is greatly needed to sustain a viable community.  

Depends what is meant by small development.  Depends upon the quality of the proposed small 
development. Some imagination and respect for the local environment in planning.  

In favour providing homes are for key and for working tenants. Not social and people on welfare.   
History has shown these well-meaning schemes end up providing homes in good communities for 
difficult families, resulting in crime, public disorder.  

We would have reservations about this. However, if there was a need for the elderly with connections to 
Higham, we would have less concerns.  

Not on any farmland or where farmland has been changed to accommodate horses and stabling.   
Reason being the land can be changed back to farmland.  

a.   What is small development?   b.  What is affordable?   c.  What is a proven need? 

As long as above does not require building on green belt or farmers/wooded land.  

Where and when is this development to be built in village? 

No objection to a small housing development but knowing councils these usually turn into large 
developments. Infrastructure must also be in place as getting doctor's appointments etc take far too 
long at present. Parking in village is also getting ridiculous. Would want to keep open fields, etc so 
Higham maintains its village appeal.  

School and doctors cannot cope now.  

This has been undertaken before and no local people benefitted. It was a con, poorly managed and 
poorly executed.  

We would be interested in shared ownership homes to be able to get on the housing ladder.  

Do we have to have the church bells as often as we do as they are so out of tune.  
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My daughter and granddaughter had to move to rented accommodation in Gravesend as she was 
privately renting and the owner put the house up for sale. She is my carer and has to come back and 
forth.  

I am against as building developments called affordable seem to me to be anything but with the rental 
side of the property being extremely expensive. Also, in the past these small developments have not 
been for local young people.  I think Higham needs larger family homes so as to free up small houses 
for young people that are actually better value for money.  

Higham is already sufficiently occupied, no need for additional housing.  

Additional schooling and healthcare needed if housing built in Higham.  

The roads network cannot cope with more development to the area.  

Stop allowing bungalows being converted to houses. This would allow older generation of people able to 
move into smaller properties within the village, thus freeing up larger houses for growing families who 
either want to move or stay in this village! 

Leave green belt alone. Stop building on ground needed for drainage and the roads are too overcrowded 
as it is.  

In the past we were told small infill developments would be evenly spaced throughout the village.   We 
were also told that only people satisfying the criteria would be considered for them.  The developments 
haven't been evenly spaced, they have been concentrated in Lower Higham.  They have grown in size to 
mini estates of five and above houses and have been given to people that do not satisfy the criteria 
because you couldn't find takers.  People can say they would like a house but they must still have 
money for a deposit.  

But this should be within the footprint of the village - not fields etc outside the village.  

Housing does always go to local people.  

Primary school and GP surgery full.  

Higham has an acute car parking problem, and no reasonable public transport.  

Please ensure that affordable housing is limited for use by local people only. 

There are numerous houses vacant in surrounding areas, we do not need more.  

Council have refused to house my granddaughter, partner and baby because her partner works so can 
only go private. They can't even get on the council housing list!! 

I wish there was more housing to rent from council in village now as I am having to move out soon as 
my landlord wants the house back, and I can't afford the rent so on housing list bidding.  I am 62 and 
would love to stay in this beautiful village but no hope.  

We love the countryside feel, nice to have green fields to walk across. Village would lose that village feel 
and community.  School isn't big enough, too much traffic, no parking 
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More homes would ruin the area and more traffic. It's bad enough with plans for Lower Thames 
Crossing.  

Affordable should mean affordable.  Builders shouldn't be so greedy. £250K is not affordable first-time 
buyers. Council should scrutinise builders more closely to ensure quality, genuine affordability and not 
allow building on green belt, flood plains, marshes, low lying areas.  

Keep Higham a village, not a housing estate. Please! 

The village is too small for extra housing. The roads are in a terrible condition with potholes, etc.   More 
people living here would cause havoc.  

As long as the traffic implications were taken into account and that the proper infrastructure is put in 
place.  

Only a small development and only for local people.  

When affordable houses were built before (Jupp Court) local people couldn't get them.  

Provided it can be affordable as young people can't buy on their own these days as too expensive and 
can't earn enough, so they have to move to cheaper accommodation farther away as Higham expensive 
and sought after.  

Any new builds should have sufficient off-road parking. Concern also re more people to live in Higham 
with school and doctors stretched even now.  

Very dependent on traffic calming, infrastructure and more local service support as in transport for the 
elderly, more shop choice, medical cover and policing in the area.  

As long as they homes are for people from the village, I'm in favour.  

The Thames Crossing will cause enough disruption to our village. We do not need any more of our 
countryside built on.  

Protect our natural history and green fields.  

Children struggling to find affordable housing to get on property ladder.  

No more developments required! 

We bought our house in Lower Higham because of the rural location and less houses - we do not want 
more houses built here! 

Provided the development does not stretch the school, doctors or other amenities.  

There are plenty of brown field sites along the canal, i.e. Nuralits Old Factory! 

We moved to Higham for the village feel. If a new development cropped up, we would lose the novelty.  

Further development either side of Taylors Lane should be avoided - this area provides walking, nature 
and views of the estuary. 

So long as priority is given to village people first, also have been waiting for longer.  
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It has to be affordable. Last time people from outside Higham moved in. Both my sons now live in Cliffe 
because Higham is too expensive.  

Not enough infrastructure in the village to support more homes. Parents from outside of village ties to 
get a school place for children. Surgery and school cannot cope at the moment, so more residents would 
cause chaos. Not enough regular public transport.  

My daughter and her family are having to privately rent in Higham as unable to get on council list, as 
not in need of social housing??   They were on the list for years and had no points to bid.  

The roads (many small village lanes) and other infrastructure including doctors, primary school, etc 
could not cope with additional people and homes.  Also, we already get frequent power cuts and poor 
broadband - so not great for new families! 

Already sufficient village affordable housing.  

Neither the school, doctors' practice could cope with increased population.   All village roads are narrow 
and not well made.   The increase in traffic would have a detrimental effect.   Lack of public transport 
would mean more vehicles on already overcrowded roads for transit and parking.  

I have replied NO to Q6 as I don't believe it would be only available to people from the village.   If it was 
initially would this be the case in the future.  

There is a need for truly affordable housing countrywide and until this false description is amended this 
will be the case for the foreseeable future   How much does it cost to build a new house!  and how 
much are they sold for??   Cap the profits and cut down the amount of luxury housing until the needs 
for real affordable homes are met.   Match housing costs with wage levels and the realistic opportunity 
to truly being able to afford to buy.   And make sure there are schools, doctors, public transport and 
necessary infrastructure before doing so. 

I will be looking to downsize at some point in the short/med term future. 

What impact would this have on the Higham school?  I understand it's hard enough to enrol your 
children if they live in the village.  How small is a small development? 

Would like to buy another bungalow but too expensive.  

Strictly for people from the village with strong ties - 5 years+.  Properties should be of good quality and 
be sympathetic to surroundings.  

Worried re: increase in traffic and would like to maintain status of sought-after area.  

There are already many housing developments in nearby villages.   Village facilities, especially GP 
services already struggling with current population.  

There are not enough local facilities for more families/people in Higham.  

More off road parking for householders. There are too many vehicles including works vehicles being 
parked making it dangerous for mums with prams when they park on the verges and road. 

Building housing for older people - Lower Higham not suitable - no shops, chemist or doctors' - too far 
and not enough transport for non-drivers! 
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Places for the OAPs so they don't have to move out of the village when they don't want to.  

Please improve the roads!! Thank you.  

Last batch built inhabited by non-villagers.  

Being I have lived in village all my life I do not want to move out, that goes for my wife too.  

There is insufficient access to public services/amenities such as surgeries/transport/schools as well as 
shops to support the requirements of people needing affordable housing.   The council would be better 
employed getting developers to build this housing on brownfield sites closer to Gravesend town centre, 
such as the canal basin area where building permission was approved many years ago.  

There are too many people living in a small area, too much traffic already for unsuitable roads.  

People move here because it’s a village and for what it stands for!!  Respect people's chosen location 
and investments. Build elsewhere.  

Higham is great with the number of houses - more houses are not required.  A sustainable strategy 
nationwide is required to allow people to buy the houses that currently exist. 

We moved away from a new build development which included affordable housing, due to an increase in 
crime and antisocial behaviour which came from the individuals in the affordable housing.  It would 
devalue our home and the local area making it unsafe for the people of Higham. 

There must be a need. Previous developments of affordable housing have been taken up by people from 
outside the village. 

Higham is overrun with cheap badly built ex-council houses and badly built 80s houses. 

Why would you want to build houses so close to the proposed new Lower Thames Crossing when air 
quality will be destroyed, light and noise pollution will increase and burden an infrastructure will already 
be under pressure?? 

And no. Do these houses really go to people from the village?  What about the impact on 
schools/doctors/parking and traffic in the village? 

This was tried several years ago under the same premise and proved controversial, as not all the homes 
built went to past or local residents in the village! 

I feel the proposal should be followed and strongly support the development of affordable housing 
directed at local people's needs.  

All affordable housing that has been built ended up being given to people not from the village, and old 
people's flats i.e. Dickens Court, ended up with very young people - not very good! 

I have ticked NO because a large amount of these properties would be rented, not part buy and, in my 
view, a large proportion of rented tenants don't look after the properties.   You only have to walk round 
Forge-Brice-Irwin-Dombey to see this. They should be told to clean up or out. 

Higham is a village which is a nice size now.   We do not need it any bigger than it would become 
overcrowded.  As with the road in and out past the school and near Villa Road is bad enough not 
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without more traffic coming through, also have enough power cuts due to much houses in the village as 
it is, so will only get worse.  

A small development was built a few years ago and no one in the village got one!!! 

There is already the Lower Thames Crossing and an application to double the size of Nuralite Industrial 
site underway. Current residents will only be more negatively impacted by further redevelopment.  

Only a small development which would not change the character of the village (Higham) or increase the 
traffic through the village. 

The is too much development of land without sufficient development of infrastructure. 

Would support rent-only for key workers. For sale properties would not become affordable. 

In Upper Higham. 

Keep it a village. 

Badly need more social housing in small areas of the village. 

No to Q6 is because previous properties have not gone to residents of Higham with the exception of 
part-buy. Proper vetting did not take place. 

A retirement village might solve a lot of problems for oaps and release larger houses for young families. 

This road is an accident waiting to happen one road in and out very busy road small school because no 
one has done anything about it, lorries going up and down large lorries early morning and late evening. 

Housing to be on a brownfield site and only for bona fide local people. 

Would support if about 20 homes 

Speed limit 30 miles per hour down school lane: lorrys lower Rochester Road 

I would not wish the Greenbelt boundaries to be encroached upon. 

As long as GP and schools are not put under more pressure (3 week wait for Dr appointment). 

We would question that the village affordable housing would go to people from the village. We believe 
there are plenty of brown field sites of empty properties which should be utilised elsewhere. 

Too many houses are being built in this area already!!! 

I think Higham is well supplied with affordable options. There are also a myriad of options in the local 
area. What we are lacking is green space / amenity land. 

Higham and surrounding areas do not have the infrastructure to cope with more houses! 

Please don't let Higham become a developer's paradise as has happened in Watling St - paved 
driveways, astroturf, destruction of habitat, dev not in keeping, resulting in loss of heritage. We want to 
move away as our neighbours have done. 

The village is already built upon on supporting amenities e.g. doctors, school. 
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Higham is a village and needs to stay a village, the land surrounding the village should remain unspoilt 
there is far too much housing being built in this part of Kent already. 

Roads are too busy as they are. School and doctors oversubscribed. 

Ticked yes because this would be dependent on location. It would suit being a built-up location already. 

Very little market stock available in village location so a small development might keep youngsters in the 
village life and good for commerce. 

Roads can't cope. Schools overflowing. Appointments at doctors. Drainage. Every house built bring more 
problems to roads and parking. 

We live in a lovely small village. I do not wish its size to grow. If affordable housing is built, I 
understand, but would be sad to see greenbelt land / fields disappear. 

But our answer is dependent upon number and size.  

Encourage walking distance to local schools, amenities and public transport. 

A flat with a garden would be preferable.  

My wife and I both lived in Higham before we were married 51 years ago. I was born in Higham. 

There is limited space in the village so each potential site would need careful consideration with villagers 
and Higham Parish Council. 

So long as they 're affordable with decent sized gardens and driveways sympathetic to surroundings. 

The road infrastructure in the village cannot be extended, parking in same roads is already tight, the 
doctors surgery would struggle to take even more patients, it is already near impossible to get an 
appointment. 

Must be affordable!! 

I would want any small development to be totally for village residents ONLY. 

There are 10 million people living in the South East of England. There is not enough land to farm on, 
never mind building on. There are only 5.438 million people living in the whole of Scotland - go and 
build your houses there! 

Having lived in the village for many years, I have seen an increase in infrastructure which has become 
disturbing. This combined with infrastructure restrictions make me feel no further expansion would be 
sustainable. 

I have experienced affordable housing and it is dearer than other houses in Higham. Also, local transport 
almost non-existent and parking almost impossible. 
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10.  APPENDIX H2 – LETTER TO HOUSEHOLDERS AND HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
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	Single people - there were 2 single people.
	Specific requirements:
	It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for Housing Benefit.
	Couples - there were 2 couples.
	Specific requirements:
	Both respondents were interested in shared ownership only.
	Families - there were 3 families.
	Specific requirements:
	It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for Housing Benefit. The second respondent could afford to rent privately, but the tenure they were interested in is not currently available in the parish (house). N...
	Single people - there was 1 single person.
	Age:
	Specific requirements:
	The specific requirements stated are as follows:
	 For mental and physical disabilities.
	Couples - there were 2 couples.
	Ages:
	Specific requirements:
	It is assumed that respondents who cannot afford the Affordable Rent will be eligible for housing benefit.
	Families - there were 3 families.
	Ages:
	One respondent did not specify how many children, it has been assumed there is one child only.
	Specific requirements:
	Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household.
	Age:
	Specific requirements:
	Single people - there were 4 single people.
	Ages:
	Specific requirements:
	1 respondent did not specify if they had any specific requirements.
	Couples - there were 2 couples.
	Ages:
	Specific requirements:
	Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household.
	Ages:
	Specific requirements:
	The respondent did not specify if they had any specific requirements.
	Single people - there were 8 single people.
	1 respondent did not specify their preferred accommodation.
	Specific requirements:
	Couples - there were 7 couples.
	Specific requirements:
	Other type of household - there was 1 other type of household.
	Specific requirements:
	8.  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
	The summary is in two sections; summary of the need for affordable housing and summary of the need for housing for older households.
	8.1  Summary of the need for affordable housing

